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Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )KI Responsive to communication(s) filed on 1 1/1 1/08 . 
2a )□ This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1 .2.5-41 .44.45 and 48-52 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 17-39 and 50-52 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) 1.2.5-16.40.41.44.45.48 and 49 is/are rejected. 

7) 0 Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) Q The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
a)D All b)D Some * c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submissions filed on 
10/08/2008 & 11/11/2008 have been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1,2,5-16,40,41,44,45,48 and 49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph, as failing to comply with the enablement requirement. The claim(s) 
contains subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
enable one skilled in the art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly 
connected, to make and/or use the invention. Applicant has failed to teach those skilled 
in the art how a displacement fluid entering through nozzle 29 would be caused to flow 
in a manner that would displace at least a portion of liquid from a slurry feed, i.e.: 

v hemi *ti ^ ' sirt nt %M m ibte ir the sfyfr* feed cornpor - its m$ displace 5 at 
least a portion of m iiquid from the siuoy f&sd pastifce fitter and into the tower eventration, 
zone to produce a Srtrate in the tower consecration aase* 
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In this regard, it is noted that the only apparatus disclosed to accomplish this step 
is Fig. 1 , which discloses an open chute 33. As such, it is unclear how the above stated 
step would be accomplished. It is axiomatic that a fluid under pressure will follow the 
path of least resistance. Referring to Fig. 1 , that would be chute 33. 

Claims 1,2,5-16,40,41,44,45,48 and 49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first 
paragraph, because the best mode contemplated by the inventor has not been 
disclosed. Evidence of concealment of the best mode is based upon Figure 3 of US 
2007/0225539 A1. 

Patent Application Publication Sep. 27, 2007 Sheet 3 of 4 liS 2007/0225539 Al 




Comparing Figure 3 of US 2007/0225539 A1 with Fig. 1 of the instant disclosure 
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it would appear that something is missing. 

Non-Compliant Claims 

Several claims are listed using the status identifier "Canceled," yet the text also 
appears. The text of canceled claims should not appear. Any future claim listing should 
delete the text of these canceled claims. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to /Robert James 
Popovics/ at telephone number (571 ) 272-1 1 64. 

/Robert James Popovics/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1797 



